Things you need to know about attendance at Newington
Our expectations 
At Newington, we have high expectations as far as attendance is concerned. We expect for children to attend school every day. We know that great attendance gives a child the very best chance of making good progress, making positive friendships and feeling more settled in school. 
We do understand that children get sick and occasionally need to be absent from school, but these absences should be kept to a minimum. Children will still be allowed, and be expected, to attend with minor illnesses, such as a cold or mild headache.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If your child is too unwell to attend on any day, it is your responsibility to contact the school by 9am on the morning of each day of absence. You can do this by calling the school on 01843593412, emailing Sarah Ayling, our attendance officer (attendance@newington-ramsgate.kent.sch.uk) or we are now able to accept texts on 07767 317 102. You must also let us know each of the following days that your child is absent from school. 
If we do not hear from you after 2 days of absence, we will carry out a home visit to check that all is well at home. 
When a child’s attendance dips below 90%, this is classed as “persistent absence” and we will send you a letter (a “notice to improve”) to let you know that we are monitoring your child’s attendance. If, then, your child’s attendance does not improve, we will invite you to attend a meeting to discuss what we can do to help to remove any barriers to attending school your child may have. 
What to do if you are struggling to get your child into school
We understand that some children find school a challenge and that some find it difficult to come to school each day. If you are noticing this in your child, in the first instance, contact your child’s teacher who can talk things through with you. If the problems persist, please make an appointment to speak to Sarah Ayling (s.ayling@newington-ramsgate.kent.sch.uk) who can help with other ideas and strategies and help to decide if further help is needed. The sooner we know about these difficulties, the better! 
Planned holidays
In line with government guidance, the school is not able to authorise term time holidays apart from in exceptional circumstances. Parents and carers should, nevertheless, inform the school if they are planning to take their child out of school during term time. 
Penalty notices
There are new guidelines that were introduced by the government in August, which changes the way that Penalty Notices and fines are issued. Below is a brief outline of the changes.
· Absence fines charged to parents will rise from £60 to £80, or £160 if not paid within 21 days. Schools decide whether to issue fines, but councils administer them.
· From the autumn, only two fines can be issued to the same parent for the same child within a three-year rolling period. Any second notice will automatically be charged at £160.
· Schools now have to consider a fine if a pupil misses 10 sessions (half days) of unauthorised absence in a rolling period of 10 school weeks. These absences can be either just usual “unauthorised absence”, or late marks (after the registers have closed) or a combination of the two. 
· The period of 10 weeks can also span “different terms or school years”.
· The Local Authority “retains the discretion to issue one before the threshold is met”. This could include where parents “are deliberately avoiding the national threshold by taking several term time holidays below threshold, or for repeated absence for birthdays or other family events”.
We are always here to help with any issues with attendance, so please get in touch with us (attendance@newington-ramsgate.kent.sch.uk) if you need to talk about your child’s attendance. 


