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The Core Concepts which are taught through our History curriculum, can be classified as First order (substantive concepts) and second order (disciplinary) concepts.

First order (substantive) concepts
First order (substantive) concepts are those concerned with the subject matter of history – the substance about which students are learning Our first order (substantive) concepts are civilisation, empire, power and migration
Pupils will learn about particular substantive concepts through particular units of work, as follows:


	Civilisation

	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	Understanding the world

Draw information from a simple map.

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.

Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.
	Year 1 – Ourselves. Pupils will learn where they fit into their immediate family and discover their place within their world.

Year 1 – Toys – children will learn about inventions and human beings developing technology.

Year 1 – Significant people. Pupils will discover significant people of the past who have created the civilised world we know today.

Year 2 – Great Fire of London. Pupils will explore how houses and jobs were different to modern-day homes and lifestyles.

Year 2 – What makes a Tremendous Traveller? Pupils will explore famous travellers, their legacies and how they impacted their countries.

Year 2 – Why were Castles built? Pupils will learn the purpose of castles and how they were used to defend against attacks.

	Year 3 – Stone Age to Iron Age. Pupils will be taught about the earliest age of civilisation, and how homes, tools and clothes were created.

Year 3 – Roman Empire. Pupils will learn how the Romans built roads and buildings in Britain.

Year 4 – Migration. Pupils will discover  how migration has impacted Britain.

Year 4 – Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. Pupils will learn about settlements close to our locality in Kent.
	Year 5 – What did the Ancient Civilisations all have in common? Pupils will learn about Ancient Sumer, The Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt and the Shang Dynasty of Ancient China, and explore the similarities and differences between these.

Year 5 – What did the Ancient Greeks do for us? Pupils will learn about society and housing of the Ancient Greeks.

Year 6 – How did WW2 change Britain? Pupils will learn how the modern world began to develop in the 20th century with developments in technology, communication and vehicles.

Year 6 – Maya Civilisation. Pupils will learn how the Maya lived, including homes and food.




	Empire

	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	Understanding the world

Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.
	Year 2 – Why were castles built?  Pupils will learn about the battles of 1066 and the Norman conquest. They will use words like ‘invasion’ to explore the idea of countries expanding their rule


	Year 3 – Roman Empire. Pupils will start their understanding of Empire and how a country could gain control of other areas across the world.

Year 4 – Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. Pupils will understand terms such as ‘invasion’ and understand why the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings wanted to take over Britain, and fought to rule.
	Year 6 – How did WW2 begin? Pupils will be introduced to the Austria-Hungarian Empire as part of their first lesson. They will explore how members of the British Empire fought alongside the Allies to help them win the war.




	Power

	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	Understanding the world

Understand that some places are special to members of their community.

Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.
	Year 2 – Great Fire of London. Pupils will be introduced to the terms ‘monarchy’ and ‘parliament’ in relation to the Tudor times.

Year 2 – Normans and Castles. Pupils will understand the role of the castle in protecting rulers and monarchs, and why they were necessary at the time.
	Year 3 – Roman Empire. Pupils will understand the role of the Emperors of Rome and their influence on others.


Year 4 – Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. Pupils will learn about the earliest British Kings and rulers.
	Year 5 – What did the Ancient Greeks do for us? Pupils will learn about the city-states and the democratic process introduced by Athenians.

Year 5 – What did the Ancient Civilisations all have in common? Pupils will explore the similarities and differences between each civilisation and what power looked like for them.

Year 6 – How did WW2 begin? Pupils will learn about the rise of the Nazis to power.

Year 6 – How did WW2 change Britain? Pupils will learn how the Allied powers were victorious against the rise of Hitler, and the reactions of the Prime Minister and Royals during times of crisis.













	Migration

	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	Understanding the world

Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.
	Year 2 – Why were castles built? Pupils will be introduced to the notion of people migrating across Europe.
	Year 3 – Roman Empire. Pupils will be taught how and why nations migrated to other countries, making connections to the concept of ‘empire’.

Year 4 – Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. Pupils will learn about how people migrated to other
countries and the reasons for this.
	
Year 5 – What did the Ancient Civilisations all have in common? Pupils will learn the impact of migration on the Ancient Civilisations and why they had to migrate to survive.

Year 6 – How did WW2 change Britain? Pupils will be taught about the Windrush generation and the reasons people from countries under the British Empire were brought over to rebuild the country after WW2. Pupils should also be discussing the Windrush as an after-effect of WW2 and the way it has shaped our multi- cultural country.




Second order (disciplinary) concepts
Second order (disciplinary) concepts are how we make use of the facts that are learned.
Second order (disciplinary) concepts are cause and consequence, change and continuity, chronology, similarity and difference, handling and interpreting evidence, historical significance, historical communication. Pupils will learn about these disciplinary concepts through the History curriculum.


	Cause and Consequence


	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	· Question why things happen and give explanations, cause and effect (ie. Seasons – the reason the leaves fall is because of winter, planting seeds).
	· Recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result.
	· Identify and give reasons for (and results of)
historical events, situations and changes.
	· Identify and give reasons for (and results of) historical events, situations and changes.

· Begin to identify change and continuity across periods.




	Change and Continuity


	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	· Explain changes in their environment, and
the passing of time.

-Discussing long-term and short-term changes in themselves as they grow up.

-What do changes look like? Ie. From Reception to Year 1.
	· Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What happened? How long ago?

· Recount changes that have
occurred in their own lives.
	· Describe changes that have happened in
the locality of the school throughout history.

· Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with evidence, on a time line.
	· Identify continuity and change in the history of the locality of the school.

· Identify periods of rapid change in history
and contrast them with times of relatively little change.

· Understand the concepts of continuity and change over time, representing them, along with evidence, on  a time line.




	Chronology


	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	· Retelling and ordering stories, including their own family tree, seasons of the year and recalling own experiences.
	· Place events and artefacts in order on a
time line.

· Label time lines with words or phrases
	· Place events, artefacts and historical
figures on a time line using dates.

· Use dates and terms to describe events.
	· Describe the main changes in a period of history (using terms such as: social, religious, political, technological and cultural).



	· Use everyday language related to time.
	such as: past, present, older and newer.

· Use dates where appropriate.
	
	· Use dates and terms accurately in
describing events.




	Similarity and difference


	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	· Explain how people are all different, and are all special. People look and like different things.
	· Compare aspects of the past with the present day, using photographs and artefacts.

· Make simple observations about different types of people, events, beliefs within a society.
	· Compare some of the times studied with those of other areas of interest around the world.
	· Compare some of the times studied with those of the other areas of interest around the world, including the modern day.

· Describe social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity in Britain and the
wider world.




	Handling and interpreting evidence


	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	-Observe cultural artefacts and explain how they smell, look, senses.

-Baby clothes and family photos are examined.

-Asking questions about artefacts – who what why and when? Understanding is checked and pupils should describe events in detail.
	· Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past.

· Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to find out about the past.

· Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented.
	· Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past.

· Suggest suitable sources of
evidence for historical enquiries.

· Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more
accurate understanding of history.

· Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why the accounts may differ.
	Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past.

· Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices.

· Use sources of information to form testable hypotheses about the past.

· Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to justify claims about the past.

· Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and how historians must understand the social context of evidence studied.

· Understand that no single source of evidence gives the full answer to questions about the past.

· Refine lines of enquiry as appropriate




	Historical significance


	EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	-Learn about different special historical events and cultural days ie. Guy Fawkes.

· Recognise special times or
events for family and friends.
	· Describe historical events.

· Describe significant people from the
past.

· Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did.
	· Give a broad overview of life in Britain
from ancient until medieval times.

· Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or
religious diversity of past society.

· Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children.
	· Give a broad overview of life in Britain from medieval until the Tudor and Stuarts times.

· Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or
religious diversity of past society.

· Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children.




	Communicating Historically


	[bookmark: _GoBack]EYFS
	Years 1 and 2
	Years 3 and 4
	Years 5 and 6

	-Experimenting with tenses –
past, present and future.

-Connect one idea to another using connectives.

-Using new vocabulary in different contexts.

-Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge.

-Experimenting with language through play and their own experiences, following their lead, ie. Being babies in the past.
	· Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers were children, years, decades and centuries to describe
the passing of time.

· Show an understanding of the concept of nation and a nation’s history.
	· Use appropriate historical vocabulary
to communicate, including:

· dates
· time period
· era
· change
· chronology


· Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills
to a good standard in order to communicate information about the past.

· Show an understanding of concepts such as civilisation, monarchy, parliament, democracy, and war and peace.
	· Use appropriate historical vocabulary
to communicate, including:

· dates
· time period
· era
· chronology
· continuity
· change
· century
· decade
· legacy

· Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to an exceptional standard in order to communicate information about the past.

· Use original ways to present information and ideas.
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