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Why Change from Levels? 

• Too broad. 
• Confusing for parents. 
• To give schools greater flexibility and 

ownership of how they assess. 

 
Schools need to: 
‘Give reliable information to parents about how 
their child, and their child’s school, is 
performing.’ 

Department for Education, April 2014 
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At Newington we have chosen a system that: 
 

• Is based completely on the National Curriculum. 
• Is consistent from Nursery to Year 6. 
• Builds up an accurate picture of what a child can 

do. 
• Helps teachers to plan next steps for pupils. 
• Makes it easier for parents to understand how 

their child/children are doing. 
• Ensures that smaller steps of progress are 

recognised and celebrated. 
• Can be easily moderated within school and 

externally to confirm judgements. 

 
Ambition, Achievement, Aspiration 



The Newington Step System 
 
 

 

Pupils work within bands related to the 
National Curriculum expectations for their age 
group. 
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The Newington Step System 
 
 

 

Within each band there are six steps to show 
how securely a child is meeting the 
requirements of that year group. 
These are: 
• b 

• b+ (beginning) 
• w 

• w+ (within) 
• s 
• s+ (secure) 
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The Newington Step System 

Your child’s assessment will be called a step and will 
contain a number followed by a letter. 

 
Step b – Your child is beginning to meet some of the 
requirements of a year group’s curriculum. 

 
Step b+ - Your child has met some more of the 
requirements but still less than half of the objectives 

 
Step 1w – Your child is working confidently within 
the programme of study. 

 

Typically in the first half of a year 
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The Newington Step System 
 
 

Step 1w+ - Your child is now meeting a significant 
proportion of the curriculum requirements. 

 
Step 1s – Your child is secure in the majority of the 
requirements of the programme of study. 

 
Step 1s+ - Your child has met nearly all the 
requirements of the programme of study and 
demonstrates a deep understanding of these. 

 

Typically in the second half of a year 
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What if your Child is working above or below 
their year group’s requirements? 

 
 

• Pupils working significantly above the 
expectation for their year group can be 
assessed in the next year group’s band. 

 
• If a child is not yet able to work within their 

year group band, they will continue to be 
assessed in an earlier band. 

 

Progress is the key 
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Our priority remains the same 
We will ensure that we provide an 
outstanding educational experience for every 
child. 

 

We will continue to demonstrate this by: 
• Sharing with you how well your child has learned. 
• Sharing the progress your child is making year-on- 

year. 
• Explaining whether your child is on track to meet 

age related targets. 
• Explaining how tailored support programmes are 

being used to provide any additional support or 
challenge required. 
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If you have any further questions – please speak 
to Becky Andrews (Deputy Headteacher) 
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